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.INTRODUCTION

In the following pages I have examined the first
two chapters of the Sidat Sangard, the traditional Gram-
mar of the Sinhalese Language. This Grammar was
written as a contribution towards the reconstruction of
Sinhalese literature at a time when it had all but dis-
appeared under the vandalism of a ruthless invader. The
ambition of Pardkramabshu I., backed by a strong mili-

_tary genius, had enabled him (C. E. 1153) to wrest the

crown of Ceylon from the reigning house; and by his
genius in other directions as well, he was successful
in raising Ceylon from a small insular power to imperial
eminence on the continent. But on his death (1196), the
inevitable evils flowing from a forcible change of dynasty

_ began to assert themselves, and the country was divided
" into two political parties, strongly hostile to each other,
.one favouring the house of Kalinga, the source of the

Sinhalese dynasty planted in Ceylon by Vijaya, and the

" other favouring the house of Péndya from- which
. Pardkramabdhu was sprung. Each of these houses now

claimed. the - throne. Strife, with the concomitant

- plottings and counter plottings, soon filled the land.

Successions to the throne were now rather rapid, some-

"reigns extending over a few days, some over a few
- . . »,
_months, and one alone over nine years. While occupants

of the throne were appearing and disappearing, ‘the strife
was gathering in volume and force, and the country was
hopelessly torn with dissensions and internecine war.
Within 28 years, 4 months and 23 days, to be exact, no
less than fifteen reigns had supervened, averagiug

roughly one reign for two years, when Magha,

_evidently a black-sheep from the house of Kalinga, and

“a temporary sojourner in Céra;, collected an army of

. riffraff from that country and invaded Ceylon at the

head of a force twenty thousand strong to vindicate the

claims of his house. He was soon joined by another ;
a®venturer ‘Jayabdhu, who came over with an equal
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force similarly recruited. This combined army of
loafers, vagabonds, and ruffians, now buoyed up by a
martial spirit infused by strength of numbers, swept over
a divided country like a cyclone. Everything was des-
troyed or despoiled, and towards the population, there
was shown appalling cruelty. We are, however, parti-’
cularly concerned with the treasuries of knowledge, our
libraries. Their books were taken, the strings of these
unloosed, and the leaves scattered from sheer turpitude
and love of mischief, to mantle the ground all along"
their course of devasfation; and, of course, valuable
treasures were lost, some to be recovered no more. -
The nation, consulting discretion in such a crisis, -
recognized the claims of Magha and accepted him as
king. ~He was crowned as Kalinga Vijayabdhu; but,
according to the chronicles, he was either without brains,
or without character, or without the ability to keep his
army of brigands in order. Whatever the cause, Mégha
as sovereign was no protection to the country; and in.
despair brave men .betook themselves. to the forests
where they organized themselves for resistance in defence
of the right to live unmolested and undespoiled. One
of these patriots was Vijayabdhu, the scion of an old
royal stock, and by his success, he was able to win the
esteem of other leaders, and. bring about a co-ordination
‘of their scattered efforts.- Very soon, there was a well-
knit national organization working in harinony in every
part of the country, and Mégha’s army ot brigandage
which used to stalk about the country boasting: “We
are the Kérala warriors,”” now found that that nostrum
had a different effect from what used to be. Formerly
it cleared their way to any acts of violence; now it was .
only the signal for a well directed attack” from the
nearest centre of national resistance. - Gradually ‘the
invader was driven from. open country into fortified. -
positions where he had to hold himself on the defensive.
Probably much of the black- pamt on the picture of -
Mégha himself in the Mahavansa, is exaggeratmn, and

it looks probable that he too had a backing in Ceylon.. .

‘The Paduvas (or Bajjama People, as they-are courteouﬁv :

-

e



called) have a tradition—at least they used to have—
that they were at onme time Ksatriyas—clansmen of
Sinhabéhu, the father of Vijaya—and, by reverse of
fortune, were degraded for being concerned in Migha’s
invasion, which, they used to admit, was invited and sup-
ported by them as an act of loyalty to the house of Kalinga.
" Whatever element of truth or romance be in the tradition,
- it is probable that Magha had local support; for in spite
of all the wickedness assigned to him, and all the violence
.and devastation attuibuted to his soldlery, the country
never went through the phases of a ‘hold up,’ mth
famine, pestilence, &c., such as would be attendant on a
long- 1solat10n and general paralysis of industry; and we
find the patriots able to gather strength for a good part of
twenty-one years, while Mdgha.was reigning from the
- royal city of Polonnaluva ‘At the end of that period,
Maigha disappears from view; plobably he was removed
by death.
With the disappearance of Mdgha from the scene,
the most eminent of the band of national heroes, Vijaya-
" bdbu, steps forward to fill-the vacant throne. He was
- not of the house of Kalinga, nor was he of the house of
" Pandya though of the Lunar Race; he belonged to a
- line equally :illustrious, which- was no less than the
line of King Sri Sangbabodlu so famous in the Buddhist
‘annals of Ceylon. He had begun his career as a leader in
. ‘guerilla warfare in the Vanni Districts which he had made
too hot for the enemy; and with his army ever on the
“increase, he had come into the open, and offering battle,
~ had cleared the whole of the hill country of the enemy’s
-presence. With effective sway over the country thus
“ liberated,- he now became king as Vijayabahu III., with
-« his seat of government at. Dambademya a c1tv he had:
- founded g .

Here he at once began the work of national recon- -

struction, with special attention to the depa.rtments of
~ religion and literature, which seem to have suffered most
at the hands of the deSpoﬂer Apparently desecration and

cartless destruction in these two departments account for
 most ‘of the lurid glow in the pictur® presented in the
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chronicles—a picture drawn by monkish hands while the
memory of events was still fresh and bitter. After all
that is said, we see, to our surprise, plenty of gold at the
command of the new national sovereign, to enable him
te carry on his numerous activities in the vauous dn-ec-
tions of restoration.

After four years of strenuous work, Vl]ayﬂbahu
went to his reward, and was succeeded (C.E. 1236) by
his son Parakramabdhu II., famous as the greatest
among the royal scholars of Cey lon, and never, perhaps
_ surpassed as an oriental schélar in this Island either in

times before or in times after up to date. He vigorously
took up all the work of restoration begun by his father,
and with greater vigour than his father, he, while pur-
suing this constructive -work on one side, added to it on
the other side, the destructive work of dealing with-the
enemy, who, from his strongholds, still dominated- the
greater part of the Island, From this day forward, the -
Kéralites were regarded as active foes in -a permanent
state of war with the Sinhalese; and to attack and kill
~ them wherever encountered became a part of the national
code of honour and duty of every patrictic- Sinhalese .
man. -In India during the mythic age, it was a merit -
to destroy.the Asuras; sb in Ceylon it was a merit now
"to, destroy the Kéralites. The Kéralites, on their side,
were not inactive; they mustered their forces and pre- -
pared for a determined struggle; but the King’s general,
Déva, Viceroy- of South Ceylon, which too was now
liberated territory, met them somewhere on the banks
of the Mahaveliganga, and so sanguinary was the -
battle and so much the slaughter of the enemy, that the -
waters of the river ran ruddy with the blood of the slain.
The result of this engagement,” with no hope of
reinforcements’ from the mainland, -took the heart out
of the Kéralites, and before long they had decided to-
quit a land where they were not wanted and where life
was "too uncomfortable for them.  They gathered them- . -
selves together—all the remnants of a host once forty-
~thousand . strong—at. Polonnaruva, and from there"
were making theit exodus with all their belongings™ .



 booty of the last twenty-five years or more—when at

Kaldveva they found themselves confronted by a
Sinhalese army encamped there. The Kéralites were
surprised and put to the sword, and all the booty fell
back into the hands -of the Sinhalese. Against the.
recovery of the booty nothing can be said. But as the
enemy was leaving in the interests of peace, it becomes
a question whether their massacre in cold blood was a
noble act. It is a relief to find, however, that according
to the account in the Rdjdvaliya, the enemy was allowed
“to depart in peace—minus the bovty, let us hope!

Pardkramabdhu was now supreme over all Ceylon,
and he was able to pursue his policy of restoration to
the fullest extent in all directions. In this work he was
ably supported by his most trusted minister, Déva the
- Viceroy. "Very .  soon, Ceylon had regained its full
“vigour of national life. Pariakramabihu I., who for his -
achievements is called the Great, had raised the country
~ into greatness by the force of his brilliant endowments;
. but that greatness was ephemeral, built on false founda.-
.tions, and by its downfall had led to a general collapse.

“ But the work of Parikramabdhu IL., though less dazz-
ling to the unagmatlon, was built on surer foundations, -

. was more solid, wider in its benefits, and therefore of

far greater value in not only securing natlonal greatness,’

> but also in bemg permanent. ;

We. cannot even glancé here at the endless pro-
gramme ‘he ‘had set himself and at which he worked
- unceasingly for- forty years. Suffice it to sdy that as
from his father, so from him, rehg’xon and literature
received partlcular attention.
- On the side of literature, it has to be mentxoned that
scholarship attained very great heights in this reign. °
Great scholars had been invited, over from India, and
these, with local talent, had raised both teaching %nd -
learmng to an extremely high level. The new school
_ produced many great scholars who have left monuments
" of their learnmg in the many valuable works they com-
3 posed mostly in Pali. But the scholar towering above
a1l was perhaps the King himself.. His commentarv on
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the Visuddhi Magga, an extremely tough work on Bud-
dhist metaph\sxca, shews not only the depth of his
learning in Buddhist scriptures in their omp;mal Pali,
but also his mastery of the Sanskrit language in all its
technicalities of which he avails himself fully in his
exposition. His poem, the Kavsilumina, which relates
the Buddhist equivalent of the story of the Beauty and
the Beast (the parties being however not an apparent
beast and a good-natured girl, but an ugly-faced young
king and his scornful young wife who was a remarkable
beauty), stands out to-day as one of the grandest pro-
ducts, if indeed not the grandest, in the domain 'of
anhaleae poetry. Linguistically the work is a treasure.
As the research worker of the present day submits that
work to a microscopic examination, he gets surprised

-

and begins to glow with admiration as he proceeds, at’

the wonderful philological knowledge the King shows of :.

the language, which he -was handling like a toy.
Apparently there is nothing in the Sinhalese language—
no law of etymology or structure, of morphology or
_ function—that could be revealed by the science of com-

parative Philology at the present day, which was not -

equally well known or better known to Pardkrama-
bahu II. The priesthood, with ‘which learning had
always chiefly resided, shewed its due appreciation of
his scholastic eminence by conferring on him a title,
rather flamboyant according-to our ideas of things, but *

. qulte in order according to sacerdotal etiquette which

is seldom niggardly. The title is. in the nature of an
honorary _degree, and -reads as ‘‘Kalikila Sangita
Sdhitya Sarvajiia Pandita,’”’ which freely rendered means
“The well eulogized scholar omniscient in poetics in
this Fourth Age of the world.””’ Divested of hyperbole,

- it may perhaps be construed as ‘‘Grand Doctor of
Of course, the priesthood had no consti- .

»

Literature.

tutional right to confer secular degrees; but in this case,

the person honoured was the King, and his-acceptance of

the honour made it constitutional, = © . . .. . iR R

On the side of religion, the King, havmg ﬁrmly
established the Church, gave it a constitution. Th'ﬂ

1
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constitution, known as the Dambadeni Katikdvata, has
been published by Mr. D, B. Jayatilaka, one of our well
known scholars, with a preface from himself in which
he makes an observation implying that the King intro-
duced caste into the monastic order. This has raised
a certain amount of criticism. Read in the light of a
ritualistic work named-+the Kamma Vécid which lays
down the procedure for ordination, and which is strictly
based on the canon, and is clear and precise, it would
seem that Mr. Jayatilaka is mistaken, and that no king ever
introduced such an odious thing as caste into the religious
order. The Kamma Vicd has nothing to say about caste;
but it does require a candidate for ordination to be by
J4ti (species) a human being (‘manusso’), and by gétra
(cow-pen or family) a free man (‘bhujissé.”). In

- fairness to Mr. Jayatilaka, it must be stated that he does

‘not approve of the supposed innovation, but selecting it
for special notice, condemns it as unsuited to the pre-
sent times, opposed to the principles of the (Master’s)

. Law and not calculated to promote unity and good under-

~.standing. High Priest Siri Nénissara, the last greatest

scholar Ceylon has had, interviewed on the same subject
by a representative of the Marror (July 1, 1922), frankly
admitted that caste in the order is the result of a misun-
derstanding. - Yet it is retained, which does not speaL
well for the moral sense of the Buddhxst Chu.rch in the
sect where it is practised..-

“After tlte' Church had been fullv orgamzed we see
Anavamadmsl, head of a College restored in the old

- foundation at Attanaga-llii, presiding over the Sangha or

Order with the rank and dignity of Sangha Raja (‘King

of the Order’), an office probably instituted~in this reign. -
Prior to that we read of the high sacerdotal office of

. Réja Guru (Preceptor to the ng ) in the times of

. Polonnaruva.-

In connection w1th the hterary activities of the

- period covered by this reign, it is not' proposed to enter

here into an enumeration of all the works produced by

- the various scholars who - flourished in the day.’ Most

& them were exegetical works on Buddhism, in Pali, as
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already stated; and works of high merit and “great
excellence are they. Our concern here is only with the
Sinhalese works. Of these the Kavsilumina of Pardkrama-
biahu has been already mentioned.  Whether the two
great works of Gurulugémi, the Dharma Pradipikd and
the Ama Vatura, were produced at this period, or at an
earlier date, we have no means of knowing. Nor do we
know when or by whom the Muvadevdd Vata, a small
poem of great poetic beauty, and to us of high linguistic
value, was produced. @ We know, however, that the
Pijavaliva, a religious” work for the use of the laity,
and valuable to us as a great addition to Sinhalese
literature, was written in the latter part of this reign.
It is interesting to note that the work, which is in prose, -
is written in the same literary Sinhalese (a mixed
language of Sinhalese-and Sansknt) which we use at the
present day- . < :

Another work of prominent mention was a Gram--
mar of the Sinhalese Language, which was composed by
a great priest of high scholarly eminence of the name of
Védéha. . He wrote also two great works in Pali, the
- Rasavahini and the Samantakita Vannana, and in the .
colophon to each of those works he mentions his
Sinhalese Grammar. But beyond: this mention, we
know nothing of the work itself. Evidently it perished
" in the destruction of books by the apostate king—
apostate from' his national faiti—Réjasinha I., who, .
euraged with the priesthood over a personal gnevance,
vented part of his rage on temple hbra.rles ‘

But the work which has come to be of the grea.test ;
and of the widest use, of all the literary works of this or
any other period, is the Sidat Sangard, the standard’
Grammar of the Sinhalese Language, at the present day.
Parikramabdhu’s reign lasted -forty years (C. E. 1236-,
1276), and during what part of it this book was written
we cannot say with precision. = Circumstantial evidence
_would lead us to assign it to the latter half of the King’s -
reign, as probably most other works of the period. - The
~ author of the work was Anavamadarsi, who at that da(é -
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evidehtly had not yet been called to the office of Sangha
R4ja. In this book he only calls himself ‘Head of the
Viceroy’s College,” and he dedicates his work to the -
-Viceroy Déva by whom the College had been built as a
, work of restoration on the orders of the King. By his
dedication the author was evidently shewing his appre-
ciation of the services of the great minister in forward-
ing all the projects of the sovereign for the advancement
~ of both Church and State; and certainly -he takes the
opportunity, ‘in 1llustratmg a figure of -speech in the
course of his work, of bringing out the great victory
- of the Viceroy-over the Kéralites, thereby paying the
- great man a delicate compliment, all the more valuable
as being an indirect immortalization.” In the unmis-
takable evidence furnished by this book of love towards
the great chero;r, we probably see a reflection of the
national sense of gratitude not only towards the great
minister but also-towards his august master for all the
. blessings they had brought; and to reach this stage in a
labour of love and its reward,.it is plain we will have
" to pass’over a considerable number of years from the
~ starting .point, z.e., from the beginning of the reign.
-It therefore seems that we may not be far wrong if we
place the work in the latter half of the thirteenth cen-
tury.  Even if we put it as late as.the thirty-sixth year
of the King’s reign, it will be to-day six-and-balf cen-
Yuries old! And all this time it has held its ground as
an authorit;’ on Sinhalese Grammar, and to-day- it
remains the supreme authority. . .

Thls Grammar was probably as well known as now
in the time of Rdjasinha I. (1578-1593); but after the
reign of that Prince learning declined in Ceylon on
account of wars with the Portuguese and after them the .
" Dutch,’ and attendant set-backs to national prosperity.
“In the eighteenth century, a partial revival of learning _
" get'in under the patronage of the Kandyan Court, the
‘inflience of which spread also to the Maritime Districts;

. _but the honour remained to the British Government,

.‘_frym one century later _onward to give it the greatest
encouragement and opportunities for progress. To-day



we are in the height of a second renaissance front the
Dambadeniya times.

When this second renaissance began, -the Sidat
Sangard was known only to a few, and those few kept
the knowledge of its contents more or less secret.
Written in an archaic form of speech, cryptic except to
those who possessed- the key to its penetralia of light, .-
it was a sealed book to those who could not secure
initiation. Ience its teachings were scientific mysteries,
a sort of cabalistic lore all the more important in
popular estimation for *its mysterioushess. For a man
to say “When I was having the Sidat Sangard expounded
to me.’” was as much honour and pride as saying ‘“ When
I was reading up for.my degree,”’ implying that he is
now a graduate. i e 1 :

The air of secrecy and m\steuousness, howevel, ~
could not long remain undisturbed as education pro-,
gressed. About the middle of the last century a scholar
arose, quite out of the ordinary and with a Western educa- *
tion, Who directed his attention to the study of liis national -
literature ; and his activities were many-sided. This was
Mr. James de Alwis, rising, not long after, to be.an.
Honourable Member of the Legislative Council; and he
was the first to bring out the text of the Sidat Sangard
in a pnnted edition. The edition consisted of four
hundred copies which were soon taken up.- Mr. de Alwis
was much encouraged, and he next brought out his second
edition of the Sidat Sangard with a full English

“translation .and copious notes and an introduction
which is a monument of labour and  research -and
epitomizes perhaps all- that was known of Sinhalese
literature ~at that -date. About the same time,
Mr. Tolfrey, junior, of the Ceylon Civil Service also
brought out an English translation of the Sidat Sangara.

* The labours of these two scholars made the book very

widely known not only in Cevlon ‘but also in Europe. "

_ But the scholar who did most to send the book far
and wide into every part of Ceylon and make it acces-

sible in every seat of learning in the country at large,’
was Pandit Batuwantuddwe who' was in a. most, pr®- -
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eminent degree the greatest oriental scholar of his
generation in Ceylon. He issued a revised edition of the
text which in 1887 had reached its fourth impression.
And what was of far greater importance to students, he
also edited and issued the old paraphrase of the contents
of this Grammar, which is not merely a paraphrase, but
by the light it throws on obscure passages, a sort of
running commentary. From internal evidence, the

paraphrase too would seem to be the work of the author
- himself. - P

My own venerated oriental tutor, Muhandiram Pandita
Gunawardhana, better known to fame as Tudédve Pandit,
and high among his contemporaries for his clearness of
judgment, also brought out a neat edition of the Sidat
- Sangara with a running analysis of the text, and a para-
phrase, and  this was recened by the publlc with the
highest favour.

.

But the ﬁxst gleat work on the Sidat Sangara was the :

. commentary by the late High Priest H. Sri Sumangala,
" one of the best scholars that Ceylon has produced in
" modern times.' This commentary appeared in 1884 and
* threw aflood of light not only on the teachings of the Sidat
“Sangard; but on Sinhalese Grammar in. general. Later
. appeared  another great commentary from the pen of a

~ scholar, no less illustrious and especially great in Sans-

krit; High Priest K. Sri Dharmardma. There have been

other transladions, adaptations, and glosses which will -
make a long list; but the latest scholastic contribution -

:_, of special note to-the literature centring round this
work is.an exposition of the Sinhalese Language on the

lines taught in the Sidat Sangari, by the Reverend Mr. .

Theodore G. Perera of the Church of England which is
an- advance on all its’ pledecessms in the field, as
. embracing a wider range of view and bringing in’ 1esults
- of modern research.

<EE “The reader must by now be convmced of the great
S place the Sidat Sangara occupies in Sinhalese literature,

the great hold it has on Sinhalse imagination, and the .

' lngh position it holds in the world as the great Gram-
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eminent degree the greatest oriental scholar of his
generation in Ceylon. He issued a revised edition of the
_text which in 1887 had reached its fourth impression.
And what was of far greater importance to students, he
also edited and issued the old paraphrase of the contents
of this Grammar, which is not merely a paraphrase, but
by the light it throws on obscure passages, a sort of
running commentary. From internal evidence, the

paraphrase too would seem to be the work of the author
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3 My own vener ated oriental tutor,]Itnhandlmm Pandita
Gunaw ardhana, better known to fame as Tuddve Pandit, -
and high among his contemporaries for his clearness of
judgment, also blought out a neat edition of the Sidat

" Sangard with a running analysis of the text, and a para-

phrase, and this was received by the pubhc with the
highest favour.

But the first great work on the Sidat Sangard was the’
. commentary by the late High Priest H. Sri Sumangala,

~one of the best scholars that Ceylon has produced in
_~ modern times.' This commentary appeared in 1884 and

' threw & flood of light not only on the teachings of the Sidat

Sangari, but on Sinhalese Grammar in- general. - Later
_appeared  another great commentary from the pen of a

scholar, no less illustrious and especially great in Sans-

krit, High Priest K. Sri Dharmardma. There have been. .
other transladions, adaptations, and glosses which will -
make a long list; but the latest scholastic contribution
- of special note to-the literature centring round this
- work is_an- exposition of the Sinhalese Language on the
lines taught in the Sidat Sangari, by the Reverend Mr. .
Theodore G. Perera of the Church of England, which is
 an° advance on all its pwdecessoxs in the field, as
. -embracing a wider range of view and bringing in’ results

; ‘of modern research. :

‘The reader,must by now be convinced bf the great
' Aplace the Sidat Sangard occupies in Sinhalese literature,.
the great hold it has on Sinhalse imagination, and the -
3 lugh posmon it holds in the woxld as the great Gram-



o — 12 —
mar of the Sinhalese Language. Whether it always
commanded this unlimited respect during all its career
in the past, I am not in a position to say. It seems to
me that in the times of Pardkramabdhu V1., (C. E, 1415-
1467), which after the Dambadeniya period, were the
most glorious in the history of our literature, the Sidat
Sangaré was certainly not undisputed authority on
Sinhalese grammar. For we find many principles of
grammar not taught in the Sidat Sangard known to the
scholars of that day and used by them as in the ordinary
course in their handling of the language; and some
_ teachings of the Sidat Sangard even deliberately ignored.
The presumption is that the Grammar of Védéha was
then in existence and was a much more comprehensive
and popular work, commanding greater authority.

Where my countrymen see reason for admiration, it
bas often been my misfortune to take a close view and
not only feel disappointed, but to give expression te my
disappointment. This may be:an idiosyncracy, but it
overtook me in regard te the Sidat Sangari, as the
reader may have already half guessed. How it came
about is a personal story, and though in relating. it
I will have to speak a great-deal about myself, the story
is pertinent and has to be told in.explaining the origin
of my work which follows. ; 7 A e

Some six years ago, a Young Men’s Association in
Colombo organized a couise of lectures on Sinhalese .
" Literature, and I was invited to open the course with a-
lecture on the Origin of the Sinhalese Language. I .
accepted the honour, and as something new and striking of
scientific value had to besaid, I looked into the structure .
of the language for inspiration. My preconceived
ideas at the time were those of the school of thought -
‘inspired by the writings pf Max Miiller, and I believed
that the Sinhalese language and its speakers the Sinha-
lese people, were Aryan.  For one thing, the vocabulary
of the language is, on the whole, of Aryan origin, and
round that as a good mooring, all our Aryan ideas had
found secure berth. But my scrutiny gave me a sur-
prise. I found that some of the main features of Si'nfl;af ;
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Jese grammar are quite out of tune with their Aryan
analogues, while all principles of fundamental importance
fully harmonize with their Tamil equivalents and fall in
nstural with Dravidian idiom. This forced on me the
conclusion that the structural foundations of the Sinha-
lese language are Dravidian, while its superstructure,
i.e;, the vocabulary, is Aryan. How was such a dual
aspect to be accounted for? Turning to history, I found
that the explanation is there writ large for those who
could read. - The Sinhalese are a composite race, with
three elements in their composition, viz., the aboriginal
inliabitants+(the Yaksas and Négas), a Pandyan con-
tingent which was Tamil, and Vijaya’s contingent from
North India, to which I gave the credit of being Aryan.
This. last idea was due to my thoughts still‘running on
the theories of the school after Max Miiller; I have since
found it to be entirely wrong and ‘discarded it. T drew
the conclusion that by the intermixture of these three
elements the Sinhalese ‘nation arose, and with it the
_ Sinhalese language, which evolved in homes where the
mothers were Pindyan Tamils,. and the fathers were
. North-Indians using an Aryan speech, a form of Prakrit,
which too was not unmised with Dravidian idioms. In
any case, it is plain that in an intermixture of the
tongues of these parents, the idiom of the mothers to
“which alone-the mothers were accustomed, will prevail
. as the one glways heard in the household, and the
- nascent language will unconsciously but none the less
surely be moulded on the idiom of the mothers, i.e.,
Tamil. The fathers may contribute to the vocabulary
. ‘or supply the whole of it in time, but that will not affect
the structure below which ~formed -itself on Tamil
principles. ' v e ; ; SREST
' '-% This appeared to me most reasonable and as fully
" _accounting for the phenomenon observable in the Sinha-
lese Language. But when I'came out with my theory in
the lecture, thére was yet another surprise in store for me.
'T'found myself in the position of an invader met by the
ggrrison of a fortified camp, turned out in full force .and
in great excitement, to beat off the invader as many

4
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another had been beaten off, it seemed, who had made the
same reckless venture before. The situation was inter-
esting, and 1 found myself invested with as much impor-
tance as Alexander with his army, though in my case the
army was absent. S
_The defence of the garrison, however, was comic as
compared with the fuss made, being a parade of the names
and opinions of great scholars of the past—Max Miiller,
James de Alwis. Goldschmidt, Childers, etec.,—who, no
doubt, have rendered great and distinguished service as
Aryvan Philologists, but who certainly cannot be admitted
as competent authorities where Dravidian linguistics
come into the argument. The opinions of these scholars
quoted in defence simply shewed that apparently. no
scientific defence is possible. : R
This confirmed me in the view that I had really
made a sound discovery, and induced me to follow it
up. I have found that the Sinhalese ate entirely a
" Dravidian race with just a slight Aryan wash. This "
view, with the reasons on which it was founded, was -
brought out by me in- brief outline in a lecture which
I had the honour of delivering before the Ceylon Branch’
of the Royal Asiatic Society, “which has been published .
in the Society’s Journal for 1921, and I have since had
the great satisfaction of seeing that the best advanced -
*scientific opinion in Europe has arrived at identically
the same conclusion. (Witness the Cambyridge History -
of India, edited by a circle of the most eminent scholars -
of the day, Vol. I., chapter on Ceylon). -
With regard to the language of the Sinhalese, my.
conclusions have not only received confirmation, but have -
been a great deal amplified as to details. It now .
appears to me that the original contributors to the
evolution of the language, viz., the Yaksas and Nigas -
(the aborigines), Vijaya and his party, and the contin=
gent from Madura, were all Dravidian. By natural pre-. -
sumption, the two most npmerous of these three seetions,
. viz., the home population and the Tamils from Madurs, <
spoke Dravidian, while thethird and smallest seétign., 3
viz., the Vijayan contingent, speaking Prakrit, could in
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no way have adversely affected the formation of the new
language on the general idiom of the country at large.
In Eugland, the speech of -the Normans could not
adversely affect the formation of the English language
on the idiom of the Anglo-Saxons.

The Reverend Mr. Theodore G. Perera, in his work.
on the Sinhalese Language to which reference has already
been made, has, in his English introduction; made
an attempt to revive a sporting theory that the Pandyan
Princess, the consort of Vi ijjaya, came mnot from the
Dravidian Madura of South India, but from (an impliedly
Aryan) Mathurd of North India, situated (according
to him) in the south valley of the Ganges in an

" ancient kingdom- of - a people known as Pdndus.

Here there is a string of claims, and it has to be
observed that the 'main idea for. the series, was
probably suggested by a well-known lecture of Dr. D. R.
Bhandarkar, delivered at the Calcutta University, on the
Ancient History of India. Whatever the source, it would
seem that Mr. Perera postulates too much, and he goes far
beyond Dr. Bhandarkar. After exhausting every possible

.source of information in order to build up a laborious
. theory, this is what Dr. Bhandarkar had to say :—

- ““What appears to be the truth is that there was a
tribe called Pandu round about Mathurd, and that when

_.a section of them went southwards and were settled

there, they, were called Pandyas

; The Doctor will commit himself to no more than a
“ what appears to be;”’ but Mr. Perera is positive, and :
is definite as to the Pdndus, their kingdom (this was neces-
sary to send a princess from), their capital with its name
Southern Mathuré (this was necessary to avoid confusion
with the Mathurs actually in the South), and its situa-
tion in the south valley of the Ganges.(which was neces-

' gary to justify its name Southern Mathurd). That

.Mr. Perera believes in-all this is plain from his writing.

But he belongs to a school of thought, and the question

_arises: do the other members.of the schaol believe like-

.wise? - Now, to the theory,.to take it seriously, we shall

. applya small test, something like a pin-prick, say to the
- SN 5 v p \ . : b .
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end of the series of propositions involved. Was there a
Madurd (vel Madhuri, vel Mathurd) in the south valley
of the Ganges? There were—and they still are—only two
Maduras in India. one the present Muttra on the western
bank of the Jumna which drains the northern basin of
the Ganges on the west; and the other the Madurd on the
banks of the Weigei in South India. The first lies more
than two degrees of latitude to the North of the point
where the Ganges begins to have a south valley, and
_cannot be said’in any sense to be in that valley, unless
indeed we so stretch tlie meanings of words as to extend
to their opposites. But the other lies to the South of
the Ganges, though very far away, and if all India be
divided into two valleys of the Ganges by-a slight apph-
cation of the stretching process, this can be said to be in
the south valley in a sense far more true, and with far
less violence offered to language in our use of words..
Thus on Mr. Perera’s own reasoning, he has to admit
the very thing he denies, and recognize in the. Madurd
of South India, the °Southern Madhurd’ that the
Princess whom he calls Vijayi came from. Bt

I do not think I need dwell on the other authorita-
tive things Mr. Perera has said. We have looked into
_the crux of his argument and it fails him. His air of
assurance commands our respect only as shewing his,
good faith; but it has to be pointed out for his future
benefit and also as yelevant here, that his convictions are
_ apparently based on second-hand information, which as
far as this question is concerned, seems to be partly
* speculative ‘and partly imaginative  (feste incidentally .
the name of Vijayi.) S Sk Rl Sk
I should not, however, leave Mr. Perera -and his
school to ponder over a mere negative result of ‘their -
theory. ~Here ' is something positive for . their
information:— " ..~ . 3 e
2. Madura, the capital of Péndya, in- the pro-
vince of Madras: it is said to have heen founded by
Kulasekhara. It was called Daksina Mathurd by way-
of contradistinction to Mathura of the N. W.. Province.””

: {7 A
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Geographical Dictionary, Ancient and Medizval -Iudia,
Calcutta, 1899.

With the above, which fixes Southern Madurad as
known to science, read the story of the Pandyan alliance
of marriage as related in the Mahdvansa, Chapter 7,
v.v. 48-57 (critical edition by Dr. Wilhelm Geiger,
London, 1908.) There in verse 49, we read—

© gdhdpayitvd pahesum-dakkinam madhuram puram, which

~ with the context means that the ministers of Vijaya
. sent an embassy conveying presents to, the ‘“city of
Southern Madura.” »

And from this city the Princess came with all her
numerous train., She therefore came not from the banks
of the distant Jumné, but from the banks of the nearer

. Weigei, from the bosom of a nation still Dravidian. « .

Now to resume, I found that the Sinbhalese langu-

age, notwithstanding its Aryan superstructure, is, in
/ its main grammatical basis, a Dravidian speech, and then
I saw what a sorry spectacle the Sidat Sangard presents
as a work of science founded on the assumption that
Sinhalese is in all essential respects the child of Sanskirt
and Pali, or in our language of the present day, an Aryan
speech. The author apparently had no idea of Aryan,
Dravidian, and other families of languages; he saw that
the Sinhalese language consists, on the whole, of words
- derived’ from Sanskirt and Pali, and he took it as a
". ‘matter.of course that the principles governing the use of
{hese words are the same as in those two languages—
the ‘parent languages as they are called in our oriental
* - seats of learning. This placed him in many a quandary
~ when dealing with, laws of syntax; for instance, with
the case of nouns in certain connections. In Sinhalese.
the cases of nouns in their employment are governed
. entirely by Tamil idiom which is often as different from

" _the idiom in Sanskrit and Pali as any two inharmonious
- systems of thought could possibly be. But in cases of
such . striking differences manifesting themselves; our
" author gets over the difficulty by the unconscious
- employment’ of fiction: he simply. calls the two inhar-
m®nious things by the same name, and then, of course,
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" they stand reconciled. For instance, if (as a conceivable
case) one side employs a bull to carry certain burdens,
and the other side a camel, but the animal has in both cases
to be the same for theoretic purposes, our author would
have no hesitation in pronouncing that the bull in that
particular case is a camel, though a horned one at that,
exactly like the bulls in South India! I shall give just-a -
few examples in illustration :— :

(1). English: T went to the house

Tamil: I went to the house, (Dative. )

Sinhalese: I went fo the house, (Dative.)

Sanskrit: I went house, (Accusative.)

Sidat Sangard: The apparent Dative in this case in
Sinhalese is only another form of the Accusative,
which appears with the Dat1ve sign in cerfain
_cases such as these. 3
(2) English: I have a book.’

Tamil: 70 me there is a book, (Dative. )

Sinhalese: 7’0 me there is a book, (Dative.) ;

- Sanskrit and Pali: Of me there is a book, (Genitive. )

Sidat Sangari: The Dative appearing in Sinhalese
in this case is only arother form of the Genitive, :
limited in application to places like these. 3
(3) English: Xandy is to the North-East of

: . Colombo. - - -

Tamil: Kandy is o the North-East of Colombo, s

~(Dative.) - .

Sinhalese: Kandy is fo the No’rth-East of Colombo,.'
(Dative.),

Sanskirt and Pali: Kandy 1s North-East - from
Colombo, (Ablative.) A
Sxdat Sangard :-- The Dative appeanng in the’ Smha-
lese sentence in this case, is another form:of the °
Genitive, here used in place of the Ablative. .- = *
And illustrations can be multiplied ad lébitum. 1t has -
to be observed that in all these and similar instances, . the-
_natural case is that which is sanctioned both as to-form
and- syntax by Tamil idiom, and that the author’s-
= attempt to explam it away into somethmg else by “an
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a priort process fails on the very threshold, since the
explanation is based not on broad rules, but on rules
of a limited application intended only to meet particular
cases of this description. It has to be noted too that the
" case in Sinhalese is determined as to form, whatever the
name given to it for the moment, by the form of the case in
Tamil in the same sentence. ’

It is plain that a system of grammar forced to have
recourse to such expedients at reconciliation as above,
is. presumably wrong in coneception, and in fact
_ valueless as a guide in the scientific study of a language.
And such is the character of the Sidat Sangari. With
a University in very mnear prospect, we are already
~ entering upon a new era of national education, an edu-
cation in which the study of the Sinhalese language and
literature will occupy a prominent place. For such
study, a Grammar sufficiently comprehensive and written
_ on scientific principles, is an absolute necessity. To pre-
pare the way for such a Grammar, it is necessary that
_ thé true character of the Sidat Sangaré should be made
widely known. And that for two reasons: First, that
" in‘a new:Grammar the faults of the old may be avoided;
second that the conservatism of those nurtured in the
~ old school and opposed to all new ideas however bene-
ficial, may not be able to attack or condemn the new
system on the authority-of the Sidat Sangard, which
itself will stand challenged. These conservatives will
thus be thrown on a scientific study of the language in
order to combat the new theories on théir own *ground,
and thus a great step in advance will be secured. For
these reasons, I, having been placed by fortuitous
circumstances in the position of an advocate of reform,
_have thought it my duty to accept the responsibilities of
" the position, and to make an examination of the Sidat .
* Sangard, which I have done in the following pages in
.~ Sinhalese, so that the most conservative sections of the -
existing school may have the same opportunity of seeing
‘both the necessity for reform and the directions it should
taKe, as other oriental scholars, free from prejudice, who

<
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may be interested. = Whether the conservatives avail
themselves of the opportunity or not is a different ques-
tion; the subject requires public ventilation, and that
done, -I have done my duty to the extent of calling
intelligent attention to the subject.

However pure and benignant my motives, and how-

ever reasonable my conclusions, I am quite aware of the

terrific storm this examination will raise, especially in’

the less informed ranks of the Sinhalese literati. Those
people have no sympathy with originality, and they
have a constitutional hatred of modern ideas if opposed

il

to the teachings of our great masters of old. They

cannot conceive how any man of the present day can
know anything better than those masters, and if any
man does pretend to know—well then,.he must take

the consequences; they know in what language to defend

their cherished traditions! If this is so generally, it

will be a thousand times more so in the case of the Sidat .
Sangari, a dear national monument consecrated by tra- -
ditions of six-and-half centuries, and bound up with a -
large amount of sentiment which has gathered round 1t

during the last century and a half.

Both prejudice and sentiment are thus bound to be |

up in arms against this trespass, as it will be regarded,

" of mine, on forbidden ground. * Added to these.there

are other causes to complicate and aggravate the situa-

tion. The late great war and the 'declarétions of Pre-"
sident Wilson in favour of self determmatmn sent a -
wave of enthusiam among all small nations of the world

not politically free, to seek the blessings of autonomy. -

The wave reached the shores of peaceful Lankd, and we -

are now on the crest of the wave with a ferment,for

~ constitutional reform. In this too, though second te no
one in my patriotism, I have failed to.see eye to eye with -
my compatriots in regard to their programme. Our .
reformers see the high road to. political bliss in an .
" immediate territorial franchise. - I see in such a franchise.
nothing but disaster to all minorities and a decided set- .
back to national progress. The vast majority of the
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people require training in liberal thought for the proper
use of political power, and the process ought to. be
gradual. - When they have learnt to think of the com-
mon good as above sectional advantage and are able te
use that knowledge, the present causes of disunion openly
appeaiing in public life, will automatically crumble
away; the minorities will then have every confidence in
efiectively enjoying equal opportunities as now, by throw-
ing their stakes into a common pool; and will be able to
join hands and march in good fellowship towards the
desired goal—Home Rule under the Pax Britanica.
~ " But, at present, that odious thing caste, which
‘no decent man wishes to name in public except to con-
- demn, rules not only in our private life, (with which
-politics are not concerned), but also in our public life, -
. ~(where it cannot be ignored). The Buddhists form
"slxty per cent. of the total population of Ceylon, and
“among the Sinhalese they form ninety per cent. Now,
.seventy per cent. of the Buddhist priesthood publicly
observe caste, and in this they are supported by the lay
members of their caste, who, by the same ratio, may be
. -taken to number seventy per cent. of the Buddhist popu-
~ lation, or sixty-three per cent. of the whole Sinhalese
" population. = Now then this percentage. of the Sinhalese
* population are bound by this strong caste organization,
_-and that in the sacred sphere of religion; caring not a fig
for the opinidn of others. Can they think more liberally
“ if exercise of political power be put into their hands?
But our leaders of reform, most of whom belong to this
" particular-community, want us to dismiss all differences,
- close our rankse and fight for political freedom. We are
- quite willing, but'it is for them to remove the one great
“obstacle, viz., the open line of demarcation drawn by them-
selves (by a misunderstanding as a venerable prelate of
~ their own has declared) and to clear the way for mutual
- goodwill, founded upon mutual fellowship and mutual
blht} to trust. Such a state of things will be the best;
. evidence of advance in liberal thought, national sentiment,
and fitness for Home Rule, and nght to be far more con-



vincing to the powers that are to decide, than millions of
impassioned orations delivered at outstations to kindle
people’s enthusiasm to a roseate prospect of things if only
the Englishman be shown his proper place and proper line
- of business in our country. The orations are very good,
but with regard to ourselves, why not remove this staring
anomaly—an admitted bane—if the people are really civi-’
lized to a sense of duty, and the Englishman can be safely -
asked to surrender the balance which he now holds with
such fairness to all? .

For asking this question, I have been charged with -
promoting caste-prejudices! Just fancy! the promoter
is the man who condemns, while the complainants .are the
men who hold fast to an admitted evil with a public
organization of sixty three per cent. and like the spider,
would invite us to.walk into their beautiful parlour,
- surrendering our present chances equal and fair to all.

Here the reformers side-tack. Without facing the °
question, they urge that on the last occasion of elections,
caste and creed do not seem to have operated, on present
evidence. Even if the claim was sound, it would not -
affect the question Wwhy an odious distinction (founded on
" a mistake, morally indefensible, and insulting ‘to all
fellow religionists,) should not- be done away with if
" the people are civilized. But as a matter of fact, the"
claim of ‘no operation’ is. only technically true,
but otherwise untrue..The present evidence was
laboriously created to serve as means to a definite end,
and that end attained, it can never be depended upon to .
be a safe precedent. ~People generally court friendships -
and assistance in trying for a desirable sbject; but after
the object is gaianed, it is seldom that the fellowship is-
remembered if it comes.in conflict with the new interests. -

" Logic and reason appeal to sober judgment, but in: -
politics what takes is an effective incentive to the imagi- -
nation. Under the circumstances, it is clear that my
-political creed could -command no more popularity than °
my grammatical creed. Between the two, they toug,h'
on many questmns of vital importance to the commumty; ;
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in the consideration of its future enlightened progress,
‘and naturally the raising of such questions grates upon
existing prejudices.

I have already gaid that on the appearance of this
book I expect a storm. From signs already visible, I
think I may calculate upon quite a tempest. It is a
lively experience to go through, and has many attrac-
tions. What, for instance, can be more flattering to a man
than to find himself every now and again, in season and
out of season, the most prominent figure before a wide
and curious public, and to see m%n of light and leading,
‘members of wealthy and influential families—men,
some of whom ‘have had their education in England
and figure as national leaders—ministering to him
in providing him with music for his entertainment?
This is my experience already, and I am sure I will be
pardoned-if I confess to a little elation. I am rising in
imnportance, there is no mistake. If thisis ‘fame, I sup-
pose I am to consider myself obliged for it; in part at least,
. to the reform movement. From the wide attentions paid
to myself, I have no reason to fear that my book wﬂl meet
with cold neglect.

; Almost all sections of the Sinhalese press have kept
_my name much to the front since of late, and the adver- -
tisement fairly promises to be continuous. ' I hear that
in giving the advertisement, these people do lucrative
. business for_themselves. As far as I can see, they are
men of prudence wide awake to the little ways-of the
- Police, who would pry into the-affairs of others at times
‘- .most inconvenient. With the amount of care now
observed, they deserve success in dodging the gentle
attentions of the Police and making the best-of my name
. while they can, and while the political leader, who (after
* the generalship of modern times), is directing operations
from behind (and -to whom my eongratula.tmns N keeps
the signal going. - ' o
R | need scarcely say that sober criticism of thls book
- "will be welcomed. Views of competent scholars writing
~in their own name will receive careful consideration and -
i the respect due. On the other hand, exploslve Ol“ltlcmm
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as well communications anonymous or pseudonymous,
will be ignored.

When I took this Examination in hand, I was under
the impression that I had only to point out a few mis-
takes here and there, and that those mistakes rectified,
the Sidat Sangard will still be good enough to serve as

-a uséful guide. But as I proceeded,.I found that my
previous estimate was too short, and that as a scientific
manual, the book is really hopeless Of course I do
not expect that the pubhc will fall into line with my
views at once; but I do expect that my views will serve
the purpose of stimulating inquiry, and of making people
not yet too much wedded to prejudice, look at facts
dispassionately and hold to what they find to be
convincing as scientific truth. If that end is secured,

then I feel confident that this effort of mlne would not,
have been made in vain. '

I now append below a short resumé of some of my
comments on points arising in the course of my Exami-
nation. The comments are so adapted in the resumé as
to make it easy for the English reader to- follow the
argument with interest.

The reader ‘is reminded that the. Exammatlon '
extends only to the ﬁrst two chapters of the Sldat
Sangara. : o

.

SYNOPSIS
* Tae PLaN OF THE SIDAT SANGARA. .

.1. In limine, the Sidat Sangard divides grammar
. under twenty heads, and these are treated arranged in.
ten chapters. At the end two other chapters are added
by way of appendix, one treating on Pmsodlal magm,
and the other on Figures of Speech. 2 v
2. The first chapter is also the first of the twenty
parts of grammar, and is named San Adiyara, which, on -
a survey of its contents, we understand to mean
Chapter on Definitions (san, -appellation or  sign+ -
" adiyara, chapter). For shortness, we may give it the*
" heading of Terminology. In'thischapter, each one of the
other nineteen parts of Grammar is separately defined
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and illustrated, and curiously enough, the defining
chapter itself is defined to begin with. The following
is its definition :—
““Phat which makes known vowels, consonants,
ete., by name and symbol, is San.”’ .
According to this, one would have naturally sup-
posed that San is the name for Orthography; and, as a
matter of fact, it has been so understood and used by
all writers on Sinhalese Grammar from the time of
Mr.James de Alwis down to our own day. Of course, the
fault is not theirs, but must rest with the author, who
intended his “‘etc.”’ in the definition to stand for a great
deal more than it can suggest in a Series beginning with
vowels and consonants. The character of this definition’
supplies the key ‘to the character of the whole work.
The teaching is by means of mexims, and in laying down
the maxims, there is no attempt at scientific accuracy or
clearness of expression; each maxim is supposed to be a
siddhdnta or. ‘established  truth,” and the "student is
expected to receive it in due humility of spirit, and be
~ thankful; any obscurities present must be cleared away
_ by him or his betters, in the best way possible.
_But while San, according to the author’s intention,
. extends to all parts of Grammar in general, and to none.
in particular, opportunity is taken by him in connection
with the advertence to vowels and consonants, to give a
dissertation on the alphabet and the use of lette?s, and
“though this “covers a most important/branch of Gram-
" mar, viz., Phonology, it appears simply as an incidental
" discussion, and goes without a name. In my Examina-
tiom, I have suggested for it the name Vana Viba (Varna .
-Vibhdga=Varna, sound as symbolized by letter, and -
Vibhaga, analysis or examination). .
" :-.8. Going into’ the twenty parts of Grammar, we
find them to be as.follows:— - : :
= .. (1) San, Terminology; (2) Sanda, Euphonic Com-
bination; (3) Lingu, Gender; (4) Vibat, Case; (5)
.. *Samas, Composition of Words; (6) Piyavi, Crude Form;
" (7) Pasa, Suffix; (8) Kiriya, Verb; (9) Lop, Elision; (10) - -
Ades, Substitution: (11) Agam, Epenthesis; (12) Perar,
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Retrospective Assimilation; (13) Der, Reduplication ;
(14) Pereli, Metathesis; (lo) Vedi, Increase of Quantity;_
(16) Adu, Decrease of Quantity; (17) Nip4, Anomaly;
(18) Niyam, Regular Form: (19) Aniyam, Opt1onal Form;
(20) Ax -iduman, Defective Form.

It is clear to the reader that this is a‘curious hotch-
potch, calculated to bewilder a student rather than give:
him any coherent ideas of a science of grammar. Let.
us suppose a professor lecturing to a class on Zoology,
and giving a prehmm'ary sketch of his sublect as
follows :— :

““The Animal ngdom may be mewed in connectxon g
with names, cross-breeds, sex heads tails, fea.thers, 55
birds. horns, elephants, etc.:’ :

What would be the first impressions of the ‘science
on the minds of his audience? The sketch in the Sldat
Sangara in no way differs.

I have suggested that Sinhalese Gramma,r be treated
under the following four heads:— 2 R .

1. Phonology; R L M AR
2. Morphology; Fioiad R S
3. . Accidence;

4 . 4. Syntax. '

4. In the twenty parts, such as they are, one would :
have supposed the author to have summarized thie most-

. important elements of grammar. But neitheris this, the -
case. ®Prefixes are a 'most important branch of  the
elements of language as contubutlng to the evolution .of -
word-forms to meet the exigencies of speech and to keep
“the vocabulary properly supplied; but ‘though suffixes. .
which help in the handling of these words are given as a™
part of grammar, the prefises- which are of prior
importance, are’omitted from the classification,’to abpear-
. later incidentally and in a subordinate connection. .. i
THE SUBSTANCE OF THE TREATISE.. S

~ After the plan, we now come to the teachlng 1tself
and select what rquires pointed comment. SEA0

5.  Definition.—‘‘ The reason for the dxscnmmatmo

- usage of méand mé is gender.”” . . .. ; : ﬁ.-_

Illustration :—Diya; vidu.” = @ -7 o 'zf'. iy

- g . . 3 . 2 7
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Comment.—Here the author does not exactly define
gender, but gives us a practical idea of it first by means
of two fundamental examples of its use, and then by two
further illustrations. He wants us to understand that
mé and mé, both meaning ‘‘this,”” are pronouns of the
masculiné and feminine gender respecnvely, and

-of the same genders are also diya and vidu, in order.

Here he is all wrong and entangled in a number of
errors. First, mé and mé are*seldom used as pronouns,
and- in ninety cases at least out of a hundred,

- they are wused - as pronominal or demonstrative

- adjectives, and then they are common to all genders,

- “taking the gender of the noun qualified, by a fiction, but

keeping their form unchanged all the same. Secondly,
in' the Sidat Sangard itself, mé as a pronoun, is found

~“used in the masculine gender (See Examination, p. 43),

" and hence for a fundamental illustration - of the
- feminine gender, it is a bad example. Thirdly, diya
.as standmg for victory and a number of other mean-

ings is, acco1d1ng to the teaching of the Sidat
Sanga.r:i in the masculine gender; but it is also
the word for bow-string (from the Sanskrit jyd) and
then it is of the feminine gender In the same way,

vidu, when it means lightning, is of the feminine gender;
i but when it means a learned man, it is of the masculine

S

;: v 'gender "Hence, neither the usage on which the defini-
-« tionis sought to be based, nor the words by -which it is
~sought to .De further illustrated, are scientifically -

adequate to serve the purpose intended.

It has ‘to be here added, incidentally, that ‘the
author is entirely wrong in believing that there are only

‘twe genders in Sinhalese,—masculine and  feminine..

‘While the declension is the same for nouns of these two
genders, there is an entirely different  declension for

- nouns of what we should call the neuter gender, with a

different set of suffixes, and this forms one of the most

~prominent - features -in Sinhalese Accidence. For

instance, in the case of a person, we can say mim'haqcn
2 (frOm the man), gehenigen (from the woman) butin the

case of an mammate obJect e. g a tree, we- cannot say
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gahagen, but we will have to say gaken (from the tree).
"There are, too, nouns of the common gender in Sinhalese,
such as patient (ledd), child (lamayi), &ec. In fact,
gender in Sinhalese, except in higher prose where Sans-
krit is consciously imitated, entirely reflects Tamil usage.
For instance. in Sanskrit and Pali, gender -is partly
natural, partly grammatical. But in Tamil, grammatical
gender is unknown; and in the case of nouns denoting
things without life, they are all of the neuter gender. In
Sinbalese it is the same, subject to the high-flown
exception above mentioned in cases of conscious
imitation. ' oo i e ;
Definition.— BN
6. “That which receives discrimination after the
noun is case.” piee )
Coniment.—This is a curious definition of case,
which conveys to the mind next to nothing.” Evidently’
the author was thinking of the casal suffix which, of
course, adniits of discrimination for each case, and is the
outward mark of the case. But to define the inward -
substance as identical with the outward mark is to say
the least very superficial and unscientific. - gty
7. Crude Form. Of this no definition is given, but
the author allows its character to be gathered from what -
follows. He divides Crude Forms first into two classes -
(1) Verbal Roots, and (2) Noun Stems; and then by a
cross division into three subordinate classes? (1) Indi-
genous Words; (2) Inter-linguistic Words, (3). Derived -
Words. , s Wy
The words of this second . subordinate _class, -
technically called Tatsamas, are those which appear the -
same in Sinhalese and any other language or languages.
This term Tatsamas is adopted by the author from -
Prakrit Grammarians of the continent, and as a scientific '
term has been highly praised by European -scholars.
Buf; to me it appears as a quaint curiosity of Eastern -
~ philologic thought, and a good gymbol of the little regard
shewn to accuracy in scientific expression. -Suppose in
3 39 ?(Ilngh'sh Grammar, the v.ocabulary.of the language was |
divi ed into- three classes: (1) Original British Words,:
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(2) Words possessed by English in common with any other
language or languages, such words, for instance, as royal,
. passim, etymon, &c., (3) Derived Words,—what then
" would the implication be with regard to the origin of the
class second named? It seems to me that any idea of
origin would be a blank, except to the extent that what-
" ever the origin of such a word, both English and any other
‘language to which it is common stand to that érigin in
the same relation, and the two have received indepen-
dently.  This, of course, would be false, and hence the
term is scientifically a misleader. *When we examine the
Tatsamas i Sinhalese, we find that the great bulk of them
arc pure Sanskrit words, while a very small proportion
are words from Pali, Tamil, and other sources. I have
suggested for all these the technical term Sampriptas,
which may mean Received Words or Arrivals (scil. from
- other languages). : ", 2

-Let the reader observe that even apart from its other
demerits, Tatsamas, as a scientific term, is illogical. For,
even the Tatsamas ought to have originated somewhere.
. Where did -they originate? ILogically, either in the
. language under discussion, or in some language outside

it. Tor, apart from these two altérnatives there is mo
third. " In the first case they would be indigenous, in
" the second case exotic. Hence, it seems to me that the
_ words of a language, if classified according to- origin,
" .will be as follows:— : 2

: s L ey Ay chak'»ulary.

SN e R ¥ | X
(A) Indigenous Words. ~ (B) ‘Words of Foreign Origin.

g - (B1) Derilvatives. (B2) Adopte‘d Words.

. 8. Definition.—‘“That which is neither substance -

. ~nor quality, but, in association with 2 substance. deve-

lops out of a root, assisted by the six cases, is verb.”

* + - Comment.—This, no doubt, is a very good definition

- for a person who already knows all that it is intended to
~ convey. The definition is founded on Nydyva Philosophy,

- which divides all phenomena within our observation into

’
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substances, qualities, and actions, outside which there is
nothing in the universe. Grammatically then, the verb
is confined to the third of these classes, and necessarily

excludes substances and qualities. So far so good. But -

the definition proceeds to lim# the incidence of the verb to

association with a substance which forms the subject of

our thought as acting or acted upon. Now, a quality is

not a substance, and yet in grammar, a quality (say, for
ipstance, whiteness) may form the subject of a verb. -
Hence, even in its philosophic garb, the definition is

defective and therefore faulty.

9. Definition.—*“To drop a letter, and in 1ts place

to put in another, is substitution.”’

Explanation.—It is a fact observed in the evolutlon .

* of words that some sounds have changed into others..
Examples :—Silber-silver ; inpono-impono ; adcedo-accedo,

&c. In all such cases the change is automatic and takes :

I

place under the laws of euphony.
Comment.—The definition given by the. author
mystifies the student more than the thing defined. “The

wording of the definition conveys the idea that this-is--

an intentional operation and therefore dependent upon
the will of the operator.- If so, or in any case, why -
should one letter be rubbed off and another- written in s
place? Clearly the definition is bad. Scientifically it
should have been something like the following : —“ If,

in the evolution of a word, one sound varies into another i

‘the result of such variation is called substitution.”’
10. Definition.—To give to. the second of two

letters the same form ag that of the first, is retrospectxve :

assimilation.
Comment.—Here the same criticism- apphes as in the
.last case.  In fact, retrospective assimilation is only a

Y

'

- -variety of substitution with a special name. - Scientifi- .--

cally it could only appear as’ 2 sub head underv

substitution. -
11. Definition."-To make a letter or word double of
. itself is reduplication.

Comment.—Here too the definition would have been
o less m{sleadlng and more scientific if put in some fortn
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as the following:—“If a letter or word gets doubled
in speech the result of such change is called redupli-

~cation.”

Examples :—Ship (p) of the line= shlp-pof-the line."~
. * Hear; hear! No, naq,.
12. Statement —There are five kmds of mutation.
(\Iames given.) ’
Precept.—‘‘ Bring them about éither by the laws of
euphony or by the exigencies of metre.’
Comment.—With regard to the first part of the
- precept, laws of euphony, operate on their own
account, and we can only record the results. The
- results are never brought about.

-~ 13. A mutation illustrated.—‘‘ The wicked, though
. leamed in beok-lore, did, hke serpents (accusative)
....... cause fear to others.’ .

: Explanation.—This is an excerpt from the classlcs
According to the author’sview ‘‘the wicked’’ in the simile
being in the nominativecase, ‘‘serpents,”’ the standard
of comparison should be in the same case, since it will

-be so in Sanskrit and Pali (thus, using Latin words:
“IMali, sic ut serpentes, aliis terrorem vero fecerunt’’);
and in putting the word (‘serpents’) in the objective
case, the classical author is supposed to have used a

- poetic license. - A ;

: - Comment.—The fact howevel, is-that the author

of the Sidat Sangard is here in difficulties for want of a

‘knowledge of*Tamil and the relation of Sinhalese to that

. language: In Sinhalese, the particle of resemblance

(men, like) with which we are here concerned, can take
after it only a noun in a governable case, and it is clear .
. that the nominative case, being not governable, is

" ineligible. Hence it follows that in Sinhalese a noun

- following this particle, if not already in some oblique case,
- _must necessarily be governed in the accusative case. This
- is a rigid rule and admits of no exception, and to this
rule the above excerpt conforms. To call conformity ‘to
the rule a poetic license is, to say the least of it, taking -

", undue liberty with language and common sense, and

meaking a.,'cl‘eal situation foggy. Of course, the author i
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henestly thought that the structure of Sinhalese is the
same as that of Sanskrit and Pali, and that any diver-
gence, however wide, is only to be accounted for on the
hypothesis of an intentional departure in the particular
case. "But he cannot be entirely exonerated, for he
onght to have known that the supposed departure is the -
universal rule, and that a rule is not a license,-poetic or
otherwise.  His trouble arose from the fact that the
idiom involved is singularly Dravidian and that in Tamil, ;
particles of resemblance (pdla and mdna) always govern
the noun in an oblmue case, the nominative being-
excluded by the accusative. Most probably men itself
is the Sinhalese derivative from the Tamil mdna, but the
material fact here is that the idiom involved, which per- -
meates the whole of the Sinhalese language, is Tamil:"
If we leave other evidences out of the account, this
alone ought to be sufficient to establish the pervasive
influence of Dravidian in the grammatlcal evolution of
the Sinhalese language. ;
14. Definition.—Increase is increase of quantxty
Examples :—es (pronounce ess), el (pro ell) ep-
(pro. epp), &ec. ;
N.B.—Observe that the vowel here is the equlvalent
of a in cat. i
Comment:—The vowel involved in - the . above
examples is, in its physiological production, what may .
. be called a semi-close vowel, its corresponding -open
“vowel being the u heard in cut. In the examples given
_ the e is an etymological variation of -the open sound
which is of course short, and the author believes that, -
being the variation of a short sound, it cannot itself be
short, but must be long. Hence in two such words as .
mutter and matter, the first vowel in the second case, 1s, .
according to the author, longer than the first vowel in
* the first case. Needless to say that the very idea is a -
curiosity of the occasional eccentricities of great minds. .
15. Definition.—That wlnch is brought ‘about, with
~or without a crude form as its basis, is an anomalous ;
word-form. ) i LRTREE ol i

R
’



Comment.—Here is a confusion in logic. What the
author intended to say was that an anomalous word-form
may appear either based on an existing crude form or

~ without any such basis. As it is, his definition may
extend to the whole of the dictionary, and make every
word anomalous, since every-word is either based, or not
based, on a crude form.

"16.. Definition.—That which 1s associated with
substance and is liable to change is quality.

Comment.—As a matter of fact, quality never
‘changes. Where whiteness was, for instance, some other
" colour may appear; but it is not a change or variation.
of whiteness, it is ‘a replacement; where good was, evil
may appear; but good has not changed into evil, it has
simply departed. This was the idea in the mind of the
scholiast on- the great Grammar (Sanskirt) of Panini,
who explains it, and from whom the definition here is
apparently . taken; and our author has evidently mis-
understood the idea. .

-17. Definition.—(Words, with regard to their
meaning, are of two classes, Rational and Conventional.
Those are Rational which are developed from a verbal
root and more or less follow the meaning of the root, such

- as’ pen, water; etc. And such words as selu, telbu,.
.mangul, are conventional, because they are opposed in
~ their .meaning to what would have been their literal
" significance).* - : : :
Explanation.—Pen, from Sanskrit pdnfya, is from a
root pd, to drink, supported by a gerundival suffix niya,
‘yielding a passive sense, thus meaning ‘a thing to be
‘drunk,’” and as following the meaning of the root, this
is self eignificant and therefore Rational. - But selu,
" whichif traced back, ought to be based either on sel,
. rock, or séla, cloth, would mean a person having rocks
" or clothes, really means a bird or a naked person,
. . neither of whom has rocks or-clothes. - In the same way,
" tel-bi,if taken literally, would mean an oil-drinker, -
" whereas it means a cockroach which has little to do with
" 6f drinking. And mangul which literally means auspi-
' cious, is a name for the planet Mars reckoned .in astro-
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logy to be very inauspicious. ITence these are Conven- *

tional words as having a meaning opposed to their -

possible literal sense.

" Comment.—According to this, Conventicnal words .
will be mere literary curiosities, as not many words could -~
be found in any language which are opposed in meaning

to a possible radical sense. Hence language as a whole

will consist of words evolved from verbal roots, and it’

will follow as a condition precedent that in-the infahey

of the human race, man began. linguistic experiments
not by naming visible objects, but by dwelling on

abstract ideas, and giving them expression through verbal -

roots. This is opposed to our ordiniry experience and
observation, since children begin speech first with names of

visible objects, and progress towards abstract ideas by a .
long and gradual process. The right presumption would -

therefore seem to be thatlanguage began with conventions
rather-than with verbal abstractions, and that conven-

tional words form the first stock of every language, and

need in no way be opposed in significance to verbal roots

and their derivatives which in logical sequence. could
only be regarded as of later origin. This is, of course, -

regarding the question from the - point of  view of

practical observation, which*is our only guidé to scientific -

truth. But if we take religion, the Hindu believes that

speech (Sanskrit being the archetype) was’ delivered by "
Brahmad the Creator, and in the case of the Creator, we can -

understand that he could have had nothing but abstract

ideas to go upon in inventing language, supposing this to

have been done before the creation of the visible universe.

o Even so, the same difficulty presents itself ,; for the -
verbal roots that Brahmé4 must be presumed to have first

invented as the germs of speech, will still be conventional
after each was clothed with a power of significance.

'ljhis, it segms, we have to overlook, since the conven- '
tions entering into the argument are those of a later"

.- date, owing their origin to chance and bhaving no‘con-
néction with this family of roots and its numerous off- -

spring. - But after every allowance is made it has.sfill

to_ be #aid that in working out this theory of first.

- X “ $ oala o7 Ay Ay ~
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elements and making l.mgque dependent on them for

its evolution, the Sanskrit philologists sometimes carry

their speculations too far and make their etgmolomc‘ﬂ'
system somewhat grotesque. Thé following 1s their

procedure. Given a word, they look out for some verbal

root, plausible in their view, having the same initial

sound as the word, and on it as a peg they hang the

word as its derivative. Very often, the connection

between the two is obvious,-and there is nothing to be.
said against the derivation; as, for instance, when kriyd,

act, is traced to the root k7, to do. But often, too, the con-

_ nection is a mere faincy, not even ingenious, as when we

are told that gd, ox, is from the root gam, to go {Anglo-

Saxon gan), it being imagined that the ox got this name -
g5 as the animal that goes.or moves. To say nothing of
. othér animals, it will be enough to observe that if the
etymology was good, human beings could hardly escape
“the same appellation, since they too go or move! If con-
~ ventional words were given their rightful place, there
* would be no room for these learned fantasies.

But even apart from the merit;, we may well ask the
question ‘‘Are we to base our views of Philology and
- Grammar on Hindu religious belief or on results of
~ sciéntific observation ?”’

-, TFor the nonce we will shut our eyes to all these con-
~ siderations; it still renmins that the Sidat Sangard must
* be held to be wrong in making the possession of an

_opposite meaning the mark of a conventional word; for

" many words not traceable to verbal roots, and therefore

admittedly conventional, yet do not possess this charac-
" teristic of an opposite meaning, —take such words, for
»mst'mce as the xnterjectlons ; o ® -

_  Proxeric COMBINATIONS.

--18. (The following are given as examples of
phonehc .1d4ustment snndhl, by the dxs'\ppeamnce of
« the second in a clash of two vowels) =
~’(1)- Susmen=su+ usmen.

() Tiyunu=ti+ayunu.
(3) Vetusipata=vetu +asipata.
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Comment.—It is plain that the first is no illustra-
tion at all of the principle under treatment, since no one
can say which of the two vowels actually disappeared,
the result being the same whichever is lost. .

With regard to the second and third examples, it
has to be said that ayunu (non-virtue) also appedrs in
the language as yunu, the initial vowel having already
dropped, and similarly asipata (sword-blade) appears
also as sipata. So that it is impossible to say if in.

. tiyunu and vetusipata there is any phonetic ﬂdyustment _

at all.

19. ‘“Vowel-Combination.”” By this title any one
‘would understand the phonetic adjustment of two vowels -
which come in mutual contact. But our author is a man
whose ways of thought sometimes furnish us with sur- .
prises. This is his illustration of a vowel-combination :— _

Pases=pas+es (pas, five+es, eyes——one with five -

eyes, an eplthct of Buddha)— :
where we look in vain for the two vowels Wlnch have
come in mutual contact. The author’s idea seems to be
that it is a vowel-combination because one of the two
phonetic elements combining is a vowel. In that case ' -
it could be called a-consonant combination with equal.
propriety because the other element combmmg is a* con-

" sonant. . e
20. Combmatmn by substltutlon of a vowel.— )
When a and 4 come in mutual contact, drop them °

“both and write in their place ‘e’, and similarly when a

and » come in mutual contact, drop them both, and write

in their place ‘o.’ ThiS'is combindtion, by s'ubstit,ution_' :
_of a vowel. 3
. Comment.—The deﬁmtlon is very good as explam-
ing a physical operation and the technical name for it.
But why replace two letters hy a third? This, the *
scientific fact involved, is left unexplained. .
The explanation, if. given, would- have béen' ag -
follows :— SRR

) The two simple vowels a and 4 coming in mutual
contact, may blend, and then the result willebe

" the compound vowe]s e’ ' :
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(2) The two simple vowels @ and u coming in mutual

" contact, may blend,. and then the result will be
the compound vowel ‘0’.

21. Combination by substitution of a consonant.

" (If in a meeting of two consonants, one is dropped,
“and its place supplied by another, that is combination by
substitution of a consonant). The following are
examples :—
(1) Mahana+kam=mahanuvam .
(2) Dandu+ kam =danduvam
(3) Gini+kam=giniyam
(4) Kesubu+ potu=kesuppotu
- (5) Labu+ndranga=Ilapniranga .
(6) - Heba+ tota=heptota S
(7) Sudu+bat=sutbat :
~ (8) Budu +sarana=butsarana

(/ommenb.—Thls definition is as artificial -and -super-
ﬁcnl .as the rest, and gives no idea of the science
_underlying the phenomenon defined.

. In a scientific investigation, it would appear that in
“the first three examples, the apparent substitution of one
. consonant for another is no substitution at all, but only

_-an epenthesis coming in to bridge over a hiatus. To under-
" stand this clearly we have to keep in mind that the
~_fundamental principles of Sinhalese Grammar are
" Dravidian, and in Tamil k and h aré consonants of the
. same class and in fact two phases of the same sound,
hard and soft. We have also to remember that by reason
~ of this fact a % in a Sinhalese word may relax in intensity
_-and pass into A, and that & may lose its spiritus asper and
" be reduced to its inflecting vowel. In the light of this
: kuo{vledg‘e, we will.now examine the above examples.—
: Thus — ’ \ >
(1) Mahana+kam mmhanu+L'\m (by spontaneous
: variation of a vowel);
" =mahanu+ham- (by k relaxmg
into A);
Le<ioo 0" . mahanu+am (by A slosing the
i e aspiration);
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=mahanu +v+am (by the coming _
in of a v between the two
vowels to prevent hiatus).

The combination thus eftected, which is, ‘of course,
automatic, 1s thus due finally to the appearance of an’
epenthesis, and this epenthesis, it is clear, is not a
substitution for the consonant which has clumbled away.

It bas also to be stated that the epenthems s0 coming in

is always the semi-vowel correlated with 7 or % (to wit y .

or v), and which of the two, depends upon the precedent
of the two vowels creating the hiatus. It has further to-
be stated that in Sanskrit and Pali, internal combination -
may take place by this epenthesis \uthm the same word,
but as between two words, when we may call it ext(.nml
sandli, 1t 1s unknown in Sanskut (except as a curiosity),
and known in Pali only to a limited extent as influenced
by Dravidian. In Tamil, external sandhi by. this. ~
epenthesis (v or v) is a most common feature. Hence
it follows, the same being equally common in Sinhalese,
that we owe the evolution of the example above discussed .

to the Tamil basis of our grammar. The same.is true of -
the two connected examples ‘Thus :—

(2) Dandu+kam=dandu+ham= Dandu+am

-=dandu+yv+am=danduvam. .
(3) Gini+kam=gini+ham=gini+am
’=gin_i+y+am=giniyam.\ - :

Before proceeding to examine the other examples, it -
will be necessary to note hele a few hnouxstm lawa fmm g
Dravidian i— 3 : < lipe v

(1) In. Tamil, as in other Dravidian lanouages,

_aspirated consonants (z.e., consonants which are supported -
by the aspiration from behmd), are unknown, while in:

. Sanskrit and Pali they are a regular feature. Hence if

a word from Sanskrit or Pali, with an-aspirated con- -
sonant. i it, comes ‘into Tamil, it comes with the
aspiration dropped e.g. Sanskrit and Pali’ -sabhd, -
assembly, Tam, sabei; Sanskrit and Pa.h pkalam, fmlt
Tam. palam, :

(2) IneTamil; a sonant hard consonant cannot staznd
unless in combination with an inflecting vowel. If one



does oceur, it will turn’ to its corresponding surd; e.g.
pud, new, will either take the forms pudi-, or pudu,
with a servile vowel, or without one it will take the form
put.  As in pudiya, vew; pudu nilam, new land ; but
(without the servile vowel) put-t-alam, new salt pan;
put-t-ir, new village, etc.

(8) Any word-form ending in a consonant may take

‘a servilé vowel to inflect the consonant for euphony.

This vowel is generally u, though in.colloquial speech,
7 is also occasionally employved. ¥x. Eng. cash; Tam.
Késu, and colloquially kdsi.. It 'may also be a
occasionally. . Ex. nal=nal-(1)-a=nalla, good. ;

-(4) Where a consonant, final in a word-form, is

" immediately followed by a vowel in a suffix or in another

word entering into phonetic combination with the first,

. the final consonant in the first word may sometimes be
_'doubled so as to prevent its coalescence with the follow-

ing vowel, in order that that it may be distinctly heard as
part of the first word-form. Ex: Nal-ir=Nallir, Good

~Village; kan-ddi=kannadi, eye-glass; Put-a-lam=Put-

talam, new salt-pan; Put-ir=Puttir, New Village.
_Now, all these laws have operated in the evolu-
tion of the Sinhalese language, so adapting words coming

from Sanskrit and Pali.as to accord entirely with Dravi-

,

. dian genius... As a result, we observe the following
" characteristics in pure Sinhalese, 2.c., that dialect of

Sinhalese whith is admitted into poetic composition : —
(1) All words-coming from Sanskrit and Pali with

.aspirated consonants, lose the aspiration_in such conson-

‘ants.  Ex. Sanskrit and Pali sabhd, ﬁmhalese saba,
- assembly.

(2): A hard sonant coneonant at the end of a word-
form turns into its .cortesponding surd, unless vocally

‘inflected. Thus ———aq, end=ak. But ag+m—agm\q0d)

-

from the end.
(3)* Word-forms endmg in consonant’s may take

A‘ scrvile vowels for the sake of euphony, or for ease of
" pronunciation. Thus:" Amb=amba, mango; damb=
" dsmba, a kind of fruit; nit=niti, always; nelumb=

.nelumbu,, ]otus sit=Ssitu, mind, etc. .



*(4) A counsonant at the end of a word, immediately
followed by a vowel, may get doubled, so that it may be
pronounced as it is, while the duplwate coalesces with
the following vowel, and thus hiatus is prevented.
Thus: ugat, learned+ ‘0’ plural sufix=ugatté, learned
men; ran, gold +dla, house=rannila, golden house.

_(8) To the above phonetic laws, we have now to
add another. In Tamil, two consecutive consonants
are not permitted in the same syllable. In Sinhalese

"the genius is the same, and if two consonants so occur,
one of the two must (1) either take on a servile vowel,
thus leading to a new syllable, (2) or drop. Thus: (a)
nelumb, lotus, will either be nelumbu or nelum; amb,
mango, will e.lther be amba or am; karamn will elther be .
Laramm or karamni;

(b)' Gang=gan (®), river; hulang=hulan (gso). :
wind ; valand=valan, pottery; hnd =lin, artesian well. = |

Finally we have to remember as a g'eneral linguistie ..
law that in the formation of compound words, all the words
entering into the compound except the last have to be in-
the crude form, 7.e. that form in which 1t appearq
unchanged and without suffixes. ;

We now examine the examples 4-8 given by the author :
to illustrate euphonic combmatlon by the substltutxon of -

a consonant. :

21. -Example 4: Kesubu+potu kesup-potu

Comment.—Here kesup potu is a compound word,
of which the first part is kesup, tortoise, and the second
part potu, shell, and the author’s view is that kemp is
only a substltule for kesubu necessitated by exigencies of
euphony. The word, whichever the original form, is
derived from Sansknt and Pali kacchapa=kaccha,
marsh +pa, one that maintaing (itself), an animal that.-

- maintains itself in a marsh, 7.e., a tortoise, Now, even '
- to-day in India, words from Sanskrit (or Pali) endmg in’?

* are invariably pronounced with the ‘a’ dropped. Hence -
kacchapa will be pronounced as kacchap. The same’
must have been true in Ceylon when the word onglnally
came, and therefore we must assume that in passing imto
genuine Sinhalese, it became not kesubu but kesup.-

P e
. ~
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There is no doubt that later on it became kesubu by a two-
fold chapge, viz., the change of p into b, and the latter
as a sonant being supported by, a servile u.  Hence we
have it that the crude form of kesubu, if taken at its first
evolution, will be kesup, or if tuken as now, will be kesub,
which, under one of the Dravidian Jaws already men-
'tloned will again be kesup. Hence in kesup-potu, we
find the first member of a compound word revealed, in

" its crude form, and no instance of a euphonious substitu-
tion of one consonant for another.

“Wholly or to the extent of a nécessary part, the same
reasoning, with the operation of the same Dravidian law.
applies to the rest of the examples. Thus:

‘Example 5.—Labu+ naranga (a kind of wild lemon)

: - =lab+ndranga

=lap-ndranga. .

Ex'\mple 6.—Heba + tota (crossing place in a stre: \m)

=heb + tota=hep-tota.

anmple 7.—Sudu + bat (white boiled rice)

£ =sud + bat =sut-bat.
Dmmple 8. —Budu+ sarana (refuge in Buddha)
+  =DBud+ sarana=But-sarana.
22, Definition.—Attam,........ ...., pannam, vissam.
- ete., are instances of retrospective assimilation, since in
: these cases a succedent k has t.rken on the form of the
. precedent letter.
Explanation.—The meaning . o[ the author will be
seen from the Yollowing .evolution of the words quoted —
£ at+kam =attam, handiworl;
- - pan + kam = pannam, hnndlwonk
vis + kam =vissam, a person of '\ll work.
So that, according to the author, a & may become *
at, ann, ans. .
' Comment. —It has been aheadxv stated that in Dlan-
* dian, k and h are but different phases of tlie same sound.
“ and” that £ may shade off into %, and the %, losing the
3 aspuahon, may be reduced to 1ts.mﬂectmg vowel. . It
has-also been stated that in Dravidian, a final consonant.

-

‘. immediately 7followed by a vowel in the next word or

i elc’ment may, under certain’ (,ncumstances be doubled.



Viewed in-this light. we find the above evolutions naturally
accounted for by the principles of Dravidian philology.
Thus:— .
at+kam=at+ham=at +am=at+t+am —dttmu
pan+kam pan+ham=pan+am=pan+n+am
z e 4 =pannam,
vis + kam = vis + ham = vis + am = vis + s + am = vissam.
Here there is science.. But if we take the author’s view,
we have the £ going round changing into other letters
of the alphabet in a manner most strange and unaccount-
able * i
.23. Definition.—Gan-ran (covdzsi), R t.....nelum-
mal, am-mal, are instances of euphonic combination by
the elision of a consonant, since in these cases a g or a b
has been elided, and the nasality has been increased.
Expl’matxon -—The author’s meamng seems to be .
as follows — TN
7 " ganga+ran=gan (®¢)+ran=ganran (®5s3).
nelumbu + ma] nelum +mal= nelumnnl.
amba + mal =am + mal =ammal,

And he thinks that the final result in e.lelx case 1s due- :
to euphonic combination. e :

Comment.—In each of these ‘cases, the expxessmn :
involved is a compound noun, and we have seen that in a
compound noun, the members precedent must be in the
crude form. Now, as we have already seen elsewhere,
* the crude forms of the members plecedent above are as -
follows :— A % ) e
ganga=gang = gan (<s>«) ' ;
nelumbu=nelumb= nelum.
« ° amba=amb=am. ;
Therefore if in the above compounds these members
" appear in these their crude forms, it is a contradiction of ~
science to say that the appearance is due to euphonic com- -
" bination. In truth they are no instances of combination -
atall, e SR :
-24. Deﬁmtmn — et eeiethases SIpiyev.:....... tunuvanga,
punarut, i saki etc.,. are instances of combination
by means of an epenthesis, since in these cases the vowel



. .

_precedent has not been elided, but an epenthesis has
been introduced in the shape of 7, v, or 7.
Explanation.—The author’s meaning will be clear
from the following exposition :—
sipl+ev=sipi+y +ev=sipiyev, like a craftsman.
tunu+anga=tunu+ v+anga=tunuvanga, one
with a slender body. -
" puna+ut=puna+1r+ut=punarut, tautology. i
Comment 1.—Against the first two examples, there
. is nothing to be said. Only it has to be observed that, as
_ instances of external sandhi, they appear in obedience to
the Dravidian genius of the Janguage, since in bausknt
the least alloyed representative of Aryan speech in
India, epenthesis hetween two vowels meeting externally,
. %.e., between two words,is unknown etcept as acurilosity,
- (as already said), Wlnle in Tamil it is the commnionest
" feature. . T

© Comment 2.—With regard to example 3, the.author
would seem to have taken a very superficial view of the
case. . In sipiyev and tunuvanga, the correct epenthesis, -
which is merely bridging over a hiatus, is supplied by
. the tongue itself which brings into the gap a semi-vowel,
“which is in tune with the vowel preeedent, or in fact is
a projection of the vowel itself made thicker for the gap.
But in puna+r+ut, how do e determine the r to be the
_ correct epenthesis of all the letters of the alphabet?
_There' is no possible answer from science. - But if we
look farther back fromSinhalese into Sanskut we -find
" an expression there °punarukta’ meaning tautology,
- being a compound of two simpler elements as follows:—
punar, again +ukia, - said.  In Pali, this appears as
" punarutta, and Pali Grammarians, thmkmg theirs to be
the original language, give the same explanation: of the
. » as our author. Nevertheless, we are now able to judge
“for . ourselves. Thus:—Sanskrit. punar+ukta=puna-
- rukta; Pali punarutta; Sinhalese punarut. Clearly there
ia no sandhi here in Sinhalese, but the whole expression
- inclusive of the 7 is derived from Sauskrit.
: 25. - Definition.—Vellavuru,............ kullev, etc., are
. mstances of euphomc comblnatlon by reduphca,tmn, '
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since they are formed by the elision of the plecedent
vowel and reduplication of the consonant.

Explanation.—The author’s meaning will - appear
from the following exposition :(—

(1) Veli+avuru=vel +1+avuru= vell.uuul a screen-

ing sand bauk.

(2) kulu+ev=kul+]+ev=kullev, like a winnowing

fan. y

Comment.—As a matter of fact there is neither a
dropping of the vowel, nor a reduplication of the con-
sonant here. The trae*evolution is as follows:—

(1) \eh-—.\\'uru vel +ia + vuru

=vel + ya+ vuru (since ia= va)
s velyavuru,

Now, in Sinhalese as in Pah, a semi-vowel imme-
diately follo“ ing a consonant in the same word, is over- -
powered by what may he called the echo or the projec-
tion of.the consonant, and hence becomes assimilated

- with the consonant. Thus ‘velyavuru’ phonetically
becomes veHavuru. The procéss is due first to the coales- -
cenee of two vowels resulting in a semi-vowel, and next
to the semi-vowel undergoing retrospective ‘assimilation.
The author’s explauatlon goes upon superficial ‘appear- - =
ances and gives no 1idea ‘of ‘the scxent;ﬁc principles '
involved. g s :

s 3 P = * 5 SO

Thus then, it would appear that this chapter dealjng
with Plonetic. Combinations; the first™ substantive
chapter of the Grammar, is a hopeless muddle. ~But
those who criticize a work must be prepared to shew how-
it can be.improved. I havé therefore in my Examina-

tion given the outline of a scheme of Phonetic Combi- -.

nations drawn in keeping with the scieutific principles
involved. What the biassed reader. will think of it I do
wot know; but I think I might venture to believe ‘that -
unbiassed readers will find in it something of a useful

guide in a scientific study of this part of Smhalese G) am-
mar. ; S
Finally 1 empless my ﬁr‘m covxctmn that however '

much people of the present day with ideas of older.date?
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will be angry with my new-fangled notions of Sinhalese
Philology and Grammar, reason and respect for scientific
truth- as against uninformed  tradition and its sturdy
.offspring prejudice, are bound to prevail in the end,
especially when we have our University; and the time
may come when the views set forth in this Introduction and
the following Examination will have the honour of being
considered the means of attention having bheen directed
to the right sources of knowledge for a scientific Gram-
. mar of the Sinhalese Language. _Such a consummation
ought to be ample recompense for all the obloquy and
popular indignation which under existing conditions.
one may incur for throwing light where it is not desired.
I have to express my sincere regret for compelling my
fellow nationalists to think, and plead as my excuse that
I am doing an imperative-duty by science, and rendering
a service which I expect to receive growing appreciation
as prejudices wear off, and give way te intelligent
thought. In the end it is my views that will prevail.

““Rose Villa,.’.’ ’
Mount Lavinia, : -
January 1,-1924.. & - & s

. W. F. GUNAWARDHANA.
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